Mentioning the accompanying minor's reasons to flee at
alaterstage

Didyougothrough the asylum procedure orare you still waiting
forafinal decisionand have the accompanying minor's reasons
tofleenotbeendiscussed during the asylum procedure? Then go
tothe Council for Refugees (VluchtelingenWerk). Together you
willsee how these reasonsto flee canstill beintroducedinthe
asylumprocedure. You canalso go to the Council for Refugeesin
case ofany other questions of bothadultsand children.

The CouncilforRefugees has officesinall reception centres. Go
towww.forrefugees.nlforthe opening hours of the Council for
Refugeesatyourreception centre.
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Mentioning reasons to flee in the
asylum procedure

Independent Reasons for Requesting Asylum of Accompanying
Minors

You have applied forasylum in the Netherlands as a family.
Hence, itisimportant that the stories of all family members
are told during the asylum procedure. This includes those of
the children. This will painta complete picture of your entire
family's situation and this, in turn, will allow the
Immigration and Naturalisation Service (IND) to take an
informed decision about your asylum application. An
accompanying minor child may also be granted a residence
permitinthe Netherlands for his/her own specificreason to
flee. Thisis called the child's independent reason for
requesting asylum.

Reasons for accompanying minor children to apply for
asylumindependently

1. Applying forasylumforthe same reasons as adults
Asachild, youapply forasylumforreasons adults may also
have. Forexample because of yourreligion, because others
don'tagree with youropinion, orbecause youbelongtoa
certainethnicgroup.

. Applying forasylum because you are a child

Youareatriskasachild because youareachild. Forexample
because youare being forcedto fightasachild soldier forthe
army oracriminal organisation. Or because you are being
forcedtomarryorareatrisk of being circumcised as a girl.
Moreover, every child has rights. Itis possible thata child
isn'tgiventheserightsinthe country of origin. Forexample
therighttogood education or healthcare.

. Applying forasylum because (both or one of) your parents

have problems
Asachildyouare atrisk because of problems your parents
have. Forexample because you are threatened withabuse or
kidnapping by persons harassing your parents. Or because
yourwere separated fromyour parentswhen they were taken
by the police.

Mentioning reasons to flee of accompanying minor
children

Thereasons to flee will be discussed during the asylum
procedure. Thisisalso thetimeto talk aboutthe child's
reasonstoflee. Thisisininterviewsyou have with the IND.
The IND will decide whetheryouare allowed to
stayinthe Netherlands.

Ifasanaccompanying minoryou are younger than 15
years, your parents will tellabout your reasonsto flee.
Thisisdoneinthe sameinterviewinwhich the parentstell
abouttheirownreasonstoflee.

Ifyouare youngerthan15yearsand wanttotellabout your
reasonsto flee yourself, thiscaninsome cases be
arranged through yourlawyer. The lawyer can help you to
putthesereasonsto flee forwardintheasylum procedure.

Ifasanaccompanying minor you are olderthan 15 years,
youare entitledtoan ownasylum procedure and you will
tellaboutthe reasonsto flee yourself. Inthis case, an
individual appointmentis made foraninterview with the
IND.



